IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend claims 1, 2, and 4-8 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An information recording apparatus for recording information by 
radiating a laser beam on a disc, comprising: 

a disc driver for selectively executing a constant linear velocity mode of driving the disc 
at a constant linear velocity and a constant angular velocity mode of driving the disc at a constant 
angular velocity; 

a laser optical system for radiating a laser beam on the disc; and 
a controller for detecting a laser power of the laser beam radiated by said laser optical 
system and controlling the laser power of the laser beam radiated by said laser optical system in 
such a manner that the detected laser power becomes equal to a target value of a laser power to 
be radiated, 

wherein said controller sets a response speed for changing the laser power toward th e 
tafget -from a first value to a second v alue during recording in the constant angular velocity mode 
slower than a response speed for changing the laser power toward th e target from the first value 
to the second v alue during recording in the constant linear velocity mode. 

2. (Currently Amended) The information recording apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising a target value setter for changing [[the]] a target value in accordance with a linear 
velocity at a record position of the disc during recording in the constant angular velocity mode. 

3. (Original) The information recording apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said disc 
driver drives the disc in the constant angular velocity mode during recording of the disc until the 
linear velocity at the record position reaches a predetermined velocity, and drives the disc in the 
constant linear velocity mode after the linear velocity reaches the predetermined velocity. 
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4. (Currently Amended) An information recording apparatus comprising: 

a disc driver for selectively executing a constant linear velocity mode of driving a disc at 
a constant linear velocity and a constant angular velocity mode of driving the disc at a constant 
angular velocity, when information is recorded in the disc by radiating a laser beam on the disc; 

a laser optical system for radiating a laser beam on the disc; 

a detector for detecting a laser power of the laser beam radiated by said laser optical 
system; and 

a processor provided with software for controlling the laser power of the laser beam 
radiated by said laser optical system in such a mann e r such t hat the laser power detected with 
said detector becomes equal to a target value of a laser power to be radiated, said processor 
setting a response speed for adjusting the laser power toward the target from a first value to a 
second v alue during recording in the constant angular velocity mode slower than a response 
speed for adjusting the laser power toward th e targ e t from the first value to the second value 
during recording in the constant linear velocity mode. 

5. (Currently Amended) A driving method for a recording medium, comprising the st e ps 
ef: 

(a) judging determining a record start instruction for a disc; 

(b) judging determining w hether a record position is in a constant angular velocity area; 

(c) instructing a constant angular velocity drive and setting a first servo gain of a servo- 
loop controlling the laser power , if the record position is in the constant angular velocity area; 

(d) detecting a transition from the constant angular velocity area to a constant linear 
velocity area; and 

(e) instructing a constant linear velocity drive and setting a second servo gain of the 
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servo-loop controlling the laser power larger than the first servo gain, if the transition is detected. 

6. (Currently Amended) The driving method for a recording medium according to claim 5, 
further comprisin g the st e p of : 

(f) instructing a constant linear velocity drive and setting a second servo gain of the 
servo-loop controlling the laser power larger than the first servo gain, if the record position is not 
in the constant angular velocity area. 

7. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having encoded thereon a program 
having instructions which when executed cause a processor to p rogram for malcing a comput e r 
e x e cut e a driving m e thod for a recording m e dium, the program comprising th e proc e ss e s of : 

(a) judging determine a record start instruction for a disc; 

(b) judging determine w hether a record position is in a constant angular velocity area; 

(c) instruct[[ing]] a constant angular velocity drive and setting a first servo gai n of a 
servo-loop controlling laser power, if the record position is in the constant angular velocity area; 

(d) detect[[ing]] a transition firom the constant angular velocity area to a constant linear 
velocity area; and 

(e) instruct[[ing]] a constant linear velocity drive and setting a second servo gain of the 
servo-loop controlling the laser power larger than the first servo gain, if the transition is detected. 

8. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram according to claim 7. 
fiirther comprising the proc e ss of causing the processor to : 

(f) instruct[[ing]] a constant linear velocity drive and setting [[a]] the second servo gain 
of the servo-loop controlling the laser power larger than the first servo gain, if the record position 
is not in the constant angular velocity area. 

/// 
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